On examination I found the 5th and 6th ribs displaced inwardly, and the patient could not bear any pressure, however slight, on the ribs. Strapping being impossible at that stage, I wanted to displace the ribs outwards and asked him to submit to surgical interference, w'hich he refused.
Treatment.?Calcium, opium and a purgative by the mouth. I kept him without any pillow.
I did not see the patient for five days and I was told that some evil spirit was working on him and this spirit had inflated his whole body and the man was unrecognisable, and many mantras were being chanted to drive out the evil spirit but with no effect. Preparations, were being made to carry him to the Ganges, as the quacks had declared him hopeless and pulseless. I hurried to the spot uncalled for and with greatest difficulty persuaded them to abandon the scheme of killing the man.
On examination, I found the heart normal, a few rales and some dullness at the base of the lungs, the pulse deceptive on account of the huge swelling of the hands. From the forehead to the toes the whole body was swollen and gave the characteristic crackling of surgical emphysema. 
